CHAPTER   VII

THE   NIZAM AND  THE  MAHRATTAS

URING the course of our nara-
tive up to this point the
Mahrattas have been fre-
quently alluded to, and it
now seems necessary to ex-
plain in more detail
their relations with the
State of Hyderabad. It
will not be necessary to
trace the rapid growth
of this strange nation, which, in the course of a
hundred years, grew to such enormous power that at
one time it seemed as if the whole of the Indian
Empire would be under its sway. The story of Sivajee,
the " mountain rat" as he is often called by the
Mahomedan historians, is a most romantic one, but can
find no place here. His son, Sambajee, that "vile dog "
as the Emperor Aurangzebe called him, met with a
tragical end, being flayed to death by the Emperor's
orders, but, although the last 20 years of Aurangzebe's
life were devoted to the task of crushing the Mahrattas,
he failed in his attempts, and at his death in 1707 they
were stronger than ever. As a matter of fact it was this
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